Impact of the
Depression on People

Curriculum Alignment
Gaal 1 (Goal 2 Goal 3 Goal 4 Goal 5
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ﬁ Instructional Purpose

+ To analyze photos and written sources to describe the experience of people econamically
affected by the Depression

+ To write a letter or diary entry taking on the role of someone living in the 1930s

@ Materials/Resources

Photos from the Depression (see Motes to Teacher for sources)
Brother, Can You Spare a Dime? (Handout 6A)

Voices of the Depression (Handout 6B)

What Can Photographs Tell Us? (Handout 6C)

Effects of the Depression (Handout 60}

Pressures of the 1930s (Handout 6E)

REemembering the Depression (Handout 6F)

i@ Vocabulary

hobe—a homeless person; sometimes refers to migrant workers
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migrafory workers—one who changes location periodically, especially by moving seasonally to
follow the harvest

O Activities
1. FPlay the song “Brother, Can You Spare a Dime?” (Handout 6A) which has been

recorded by Woody Guthrie, and share the lyrics with students. Ask students what their
reaction is to the song.

+  What do you think about the title?
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Part i: Lessom Plans

*  What does if tell you about life in the Depression that there
is a song written with this title?

+  What is the main idea of this song?

2. Tell students that during the discussion in Lesson 2 they pre-

tended to experience the crash of the stock market and they
imagined what the effect of the Dewessm was on America.
Tell students that today they are going to find out what it was
like for some of the people who actually lived through the

Depression.

. Have students get into groups of 3 to 4. Provide each group

with at least one photo of people affected by the De

and a copy of Voices of the Depression (Handout 6B).
(Suggestions for photo sources are given in Notes to Teacher)
Have students fill out What Can Photographs Tell Us?
{Handout ¢C) and Effects of the Depression (Handout 61),
using their photol(s) and the excerpts. Have students share
their photos and inferences with the dass. Allow groups to
ask questions so that everyone gets fo see and think about
each photo. (To give students a chance to see more photos,
groups could switch photos after a designated amount of time
and analyze a different picture.) After each report on a photo,
ask additional questions to help students consider things they
may not have thought about: for example, if there are children
in I:hepi‘mto ask if the students think the children are going o
school; or if they are migratory workers how the children
mlg]ubebelngeducaled Encourage students to take on the

questioning role as well to spur one another’s thinking.

4. Dismss student responses to the Effects of the Depression

chart further. Use the following questions as a guide for dis-

CUSSION:

*  Were there things Hhat surprised you in the reading? How
wonld the Depression change ﬁzrrr:]’y rffafmn.shrpﬂ? (If you
are reading the Irene Hunt novel Ne Promises in the Wind
you could discuss the changes brought about in Josh's
family in Chapter 1: How has the Depression changed life
for Josh's family? What things that once were important to
thenr are wot anymaore? How has the Depression changed his
relationship with his father? How has the Depression
changed losh's father? What issues is Josh's father strug-
Eling with?)

* How do you feel secing these phofos and reading the pas-
sages?



+ What do you think should be done for these people—any-
thing? Who should be responsible for doing something?

+  What do you think is the effect on the United States if people
are experiencing these things? What might people expect of
the government?

5. Have students write a letter or a diary entry as if they are one
of the people in the photos. Have them choose a specific per-
son in one of the photos. They should write in the first
and describe such things as what their daily life is like, how
they are feeling, what their fears are, what their dreams are,
and what they think about their condition and the situation in
the US.

6. Explain to students that in order to help them organize the
information they will be looking at for the rest of the unit, you
are going to do a little demonstration. Get an empty shoebox
and remove the lid. Set the box on one of its long sides. Get a
small pile of books (enough to crush the box) and ask stu-
dents what will happen if you put the bocks on the box.
Demonstrate. Ask students how you could prevent the box
from collapsing. Then do the same experiment with another
shoebox, but with this one place cardboard supports inside it
to prevent it from collapsing. Explain that through the next
few lessons, students will see the ways that the Depression
put pressures on the United States and how the American
public and the government dealt with those pressures. Give
each student Pressures of the 1930s (Handout 6F) and have
students write pressures they already have discussed inside
the arrows and think about what some other pressures and
supports might have been. As students go through the unit,
they will continue to add to the graphic with additional pres-
sures and supports.

Homework
1. Read chapters 2 through 4 in No Promises in the Wind,

2. Remembering the Depression Interviews (Handout 6F).
Interview someone who lived during the Depression about
their experiences. Be prepared to share your findings in
Lesson 9.
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94 Part it Lesson Plans

Extensions
1. Have students write about or discuss the following question:

How are the images and experiences you have looked at today
similar or different from conditions in America today? Doe.s
hearing the voices and stories of these people in the

change your feelings about people in poverty that you encounter
todm'?‘l-'h’hatsun:utslmctmesamm place in the United States
for the poor? How many of these date from the Depression era?

. Listen to other songs from the Depression and analvze the

emotions expressed in each. In what ways did songs reflect
the experiences of people in the Depression?

Notes to Teacher
1. One excellent collection of photos for use in this lesson and

throughout the unit, the America Revisited 1920-1940 photo
packet, can be obtained from Social Studies School Service,
1-800-421-4246 or hitp:(/socialstudies.com. Specific photos
fram the packet recommended for use in this lesson are 3.16,
3.17,3.19, and 3.20. Additional photos can be found in library
books. The Time-Life Series Our American Cenfury has a vol-
ume fitled “Hard Times: The 30s,” and pages 4064 have sev-
eral photos that students could use. Websites with
photograph collections from the 1930s inchade the following:

+  http:{{memoryloc.govfammem afctshimiftshome himl
+  hitp:{{fmemoryloc.govfammenfsowhome.himl

*  hitp:/fwww historyplace comfunitedstates lange/index himl

. The graphic Pressures of the 1930s is meant to help students

think about the social and legal support structures that evolved
or were established in the US. in response to the pressures of
the 1930s. Students may add more arrows bo demonstrate more
pressures as needed, and they should use the stripes of the flag
to write in supports, much like the ardboard supports to hold
up the box in the demonstration. Vertical supports may also be
drawn into the stripes to strengthen the visualization.

Assessment

¢  What Can photographs Tell Us? Sheet
+ Pressures of the 1930s chart
+ Dlary entry/letter
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Marme Date

Voices of the Depression

(Excerpted from Studs Terkel, Hard Times: An Oral History of the Grent Depression.)

1929 was pretty hard. | hoboed, | bummed, [ begged for a nickel to get somethin” to eat. When |
was hoboing sometimes ten or fifteen of us would be on the frain . . . Sometimes we sent one
hobo to walk, to see if there were any jobs open. Everybody was poor. We used to take a big pot
and cook food, cabbage, meat, and beans all together. Twenby-five or thirty would be out on the
side of the rail . . . They didn't have no mothers or sisters, they didn’t have no home, they were
dirty, they had overalls on, they didn't have no food, they didn't have anything. A man had to be
on the road. Had to leave his wife, had to leave his mother, leave his family just to try to get
money to live on. But he think: my dear mother tryin’ to send her money, worryin'.

—Louis Banks

My mother'd send us to the soup line. If you happened to be one of the first ones in line, you did-
n't get anything but water that was on top. 50 we'd ask the guy that was ladling out the soup into
buckets—everybody had to bring their own bucket to get the soup—he'd dip the greasy, watery
stuff off the top. S50 we'd ask him to please dip down to get some meat and potatoes from the bot-
tom of the kettle. Then we'd go across the street. One place had bread, large loaves of bread.
Down the road just a little piece was a big shed and they gave milk. My sister and me would take
two buckets each. And that's what we lived off for the longest time. | can remember one time, the
only thing in the house to eat was mustard. My sister and 1 put so much mustard on biscuits that
we got sick.

—Peggy Terry

Ch, I remember having to move out of our house. We had always lived in that house and we
couldn’t understand why we were moving out. 1 saw my two, three other undles also moving out.
And for the same reason. The bank had foreclosed on the loan. We all of us dimbed into an old
Chevy that my dad had. And then we were in California, and migratory workers. There were

From Center for Gifted Education, The 19305 in America: Facing Depression. Copyright © K03
Kendall /Hunt Publishing Company—may be reproduced by individual teachers for dassroom use only.
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five kids. Well, it was a strange life. We had been poor, but we knew every night there was a bed

there, and that this was our room. There was a kitchen. But that all of a sudden changed. When

we moved to California, we would work after school. Sametimes we wouldn't go. “Following the

crops,” we missed much school frying to get enough money to stay alive the following winter.

We'd go to school two days sometimes, a week, two weeks, three weeks at most. We started

counting how many schools we'd been to and we counted thirty-seven elementary schools.
—Cesar Chaver

I remember all of a sudden we had o move. My father lost his job and we moved into a double-
garage. The landlord didn't charge us rent for seven years. We had a ooal stove, and we had to
each take turns, the three of us kids, o warm our legs. In the morning, we'd get out and get some
snow and put it on the stove and melt it and wash around our faces. Put on our two pairs of
socks on each hand and two pairs of socks on our feet and long underwear and lace it up with
Goodwill shoes, My father had owned three or four homes. He lost these one by one. One fam-
ily couldn't pay the rent.

— ite Garland

My father spent bwo years painting his father's house. He painted it twice. It gave him something
to do. It prevented him from losing all his self-respect. There were many, many people who were
also out of work.

—Bob Leary

It was in my umicr year of college and I came home for Christmas . . . 1 found the telephone dis-
connected. And this was when [ realized that the world was falling apart. Imagine us without a
telephone! When 1 finished school, I couldn’t avoid facing the fact that we didn't have a cook any
more, we didn’t have a dleaning woman any more. Things were beginning to lock a little shabby.
My great-grandfather’s house was lost, about to be sold for taxes. Our own house was sold. It
was considered the most attractive house in bown, about a hundred and fifty years old. Imagine
my shock when it was sold for $5,000 in back taxes. | never felt so old in my life as I felt the first
two years out of college.

—Dliana Morgan

From Center for Gifted Education, The 19305 in Amerioa: Facing Depression. Copyright © 2003
Kendall /Hunt Publishing Company—may be reproduced by individual teachers for dassroom use only.
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What Can Photographs
Tell Us?

What do you see?

First, list the people, objects, and setting in your photo.

People

Objects

Setting

MNow describe the things you listed, based on what you see.

What are they wearing (is it clean,
dirty, fancy, workclothes, etch?
What are they doing? Are they
sitting, standing, active, looking at
or away fram the @mer?

‘What condition are the objects-
worn out, good shape, brand
new? What are they used for?
What are the people doing with

them?

I= the photo inside, outside, public
place, home, special occasion?

Frun Center for Gifted Education, The 1930 in America: Facing Depression. Copyright © 2003
Kendall /Hunt Publishing Compamy—may be reproduced by individual teachers for dassroom use only.
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Inferences: Based on your observations, list some inferences you can make about the people in
this photo, their experiences, or what is going on in this photo.

11
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From Center for Gifted Education, The 1930s in Americr: Facing Depression. Copyright © 3003
Kendall /Hunt Publishing Compamy—may be reproduced by individual teachers for dassroom use only.
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Effects of the Depression

Handgut

=R
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Using the people in No Promises in the Wind, the handout you just read, and the photos,

complete the chart.

Person

Changes the person
experienced

What do you think
were the short-term
effects of these
changes?

What do you think
might be some
long-term effects
of these changes
tor this person?

Fram Center for Gifted Education, The 1930 in America: Facing Depression. Copyright © 303
Kendall /Hunt Publishing Company—may be reproduced by individual teachers for dassroom use only.
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Pressures of the 1930s

From Center for Gifted Education, The 19305 in America: Facing Depression. Copyright € 03
Kendall /Hunt Publishing Company—may be reproduced by individual teachers for dassroom use only.
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Many older people living today lived through the Depression, and that experience affects the
way they live and see the world. Your teacher will tell you how many people to interview. These

people need to be old enough to remember life in the Depression. Your grandparents, neighbors,
or other community members might remember. The following questions are to help get you
started; you might be surprised by the information you find out.

Before beginning your questions, explain what you are doing—that this is to help your
class at school find out more about what life was like during the Depression.

About how old were you during the Depression?

What do you remember about life during the Depression? What do you remember
doing? What things do you remember seeing?

How did the Depression change things for your family? Were you very aware of the
Depression going on?

What important things do you think that young people today could learn from your
experiences during the Depression?

Thank the person for his or her time.

From Center for Gifted Education, The 19305 in America: Facing Depression. Copyright € H03
Kendall /Hunt Publishing Company—may be reproduced by individual teachers for dassroom use only.
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